
Our Behavior in Light of Jesus Christ 
Text: Hebrews 13:15-17         Date: 11-9-25 
 

I. God’s desire for the believer’s sacrifices (Heb. 13:15-16). 
 

Our offerings of praise for and to God must be made through Christ alone. Animal sacrifices, other 
systems, or any manmade methods are worthless.  Worshippers can only come through the Son to 
our Heavenly Father God.   
 

A. The sacrifice of our lips (Heb. 13:15) 
 
What do we offer to God? The text declares that we must offer the sacrifice of praise. This word 
(Greek: ainesis) means an act of homage or worship.  
 
When we praise God we are extolling Him for His character and His actions in the past, present, 
and those yet to come.  
 
We do not need to offer our sacrifices on set days of the year or at annual festivals or holy days. 
We do not need to limit our sacrifices nor do we have to go to Jerusalem to offer them. We are to 
do this continually.  
 
Our praise from our lips ultimately comes from our hearts. Hearts apart from God will struggle to 
bring praise to God.  "The heart that praises God is delivered from anxious care and self-centered 
gloom." https://soniclight.com/tcon/notes/html/hebrews/hebrews.htm 
 

B. The sacrifice of our lives (Heb. 13:16) 
 
Worship is not complete if we only speak thanks to God. We must live out our lives in honor of 
God.  
 
**We should do good. This phrase (Greek: eupoiia) means beneficence, the act of performing morally 
admirable deeds, doing good deeds. This describes doing benevolence for others.  
 
**We should communicate. This word (Greek: koinonia) means “participation fellowship — the 
act of sharing in the activities or privileges of an intimate association or group; especially used of 
marriage and churches”.1  
 
We can share encouragement, help, wisdom, and truth. We are called to encourage and exhort one 
another and this may well be the meaning behind communicate here. 
 
Application: Those who have these things and hold back towards others do not have the love of 
God in their lives. Read I John 3:16-18. Both our lips and life must be dedicated to serving God. 
The result? God is well-pleased with us. 
  

Transition: God desires our separation (prior sermon), sacrifices, and now submission. 
 
  

                                                 
1 Brannan, R., ed. (2020). In Lexham Research Lexicon of the Greek New Testament. Lexham Press. 
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II. God’s desire for the believers submission (Heb. 13:17). 
 
**We must obey our spiritual authority, but we don’t do that blindly. The word Obey means to 
persuade or convince. What is to be persuaded? That the course of action is what is right and correct. 
This means we assent to follow the direction as long as it is Biblical.  
 
**We must also submit to spiritual authority. This phrase (hypeiko) means to yield to the control of 
another, to surrender “one’s contrary opinions in favor of some-one else’s” (Kent 288).  
 
**The reason that obedience and submission are commanded is on the grounds that the leaders are 
watching over their [the believer’s] souls.  
 
Spiritual leaders have an important job. They must be on guard for their sheep. They must be alert for 
wolves preying on the sheep. They are responsible for the spiritual health of each person. This is a 
serious responsibility that must be bathed in prayer and done with humility. What joy then to hear of 
the sheep walking in truth (III John 4)!  
 
**The task of watchfulness and wakefulness is driven by the truth that it is a stewardship for we as 
leaders will one day give an account to God for how we followed our God-ordained design and 
tasks in the church.  
 
**Accountability yields positive results. When the Shepherd leads biblically and the sheep follow 
biblically, the result is joy for both the sheep and specifically the Shepherd.  
 

A lack of obedience and submission will not only bring a deep sigh to the leadership, it will bring no profit 
for the person.  


